general practitioner abreast of the recent modalities and complexities in cancer therapy. It is clear that as both new approaches to cancer treatment are developed at a rapid pace and the survival rates for patients with malignant tumors improve, previously unforeseen complications can arise, which the primary physician must be able to diagnose and manage. The contributors to this volume have done much to lessen the gap between recent significant developments in oncology and the application of this wealth of information to the judicious treatment of the cancer patient by the general practitioner responsible for his ongoing care.
Novel Both the examples themselves and Professor Burt's accounts stimulate reflection, challenging us to understand rather than to "pigeon-hole" ourselves and others. Nonetheless, the work is troubling because it pushes a sound insight too far, making it into an all-embracing theory that is palmed off as simple truth. Professor Burt becomes at times epistemologically cavalier, imputing to others motivations that are not nearly as clear and univocal as he portrays. He seduces the reader, overtly couching his arguments within strict limits but subliminally inflating them to encompass all facets of conflicted interactions. The account is thus artful, where the metaphor suggests the work of an artist or poet rather than that of a scientist or historian. Professor Burt paints with craftsmanship a portrait of the psychology of doctor-patient relations, but the portrait is an impressionistic one, touching base with reality only to fly off into speculation and fantasy. The suggested legal reforms seem similarly unrealistic, and Professor Burt perhaps seduces himself in seemingly directing the book to lawyers and judges. His message-that the law's clarification of roles can preempt valuable discussion of the particular fears, expectations, and confusions an unfamiliar patient brings to an interpersonal relationship with a doctor who is a stranger-belongs with physicians, especially those who prematurely invoke the law's clarity and protection. It also belongs with anyone who desires a catalyst for reflective, sensitive ponderings on doctor-patient relations and the law. To those who have attempted to assemble a manageable collection of the latest work in the burgeoning area of vitamin K-related research, this volume represents an invaluable resource. It comprises the proceedings of the eighth Steenbock Synposium, held at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in June 1979, and contains over 90 reserach papers. These include the most recent (ahead of the journals) results by most of the major workers in the many facets of this field.
In 1974 it was discovered that vitamin K serves as a cofactor for enzymes that carboxylate peptide glutamyl residues, converting them to gamma-carboxyglutamate
